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A.1 Introduction

This appendix contains comments received on the Proposed MND and Draft
EA/IS. Each commentor, their associated agency/group, and assigned number
identification is listed in Section A.2. Section A.3 includes the comment letters
received with each comment bracketed and numbered for response. Appendix
B includes responses to comments by comment number.

A.2 List of Commentors

Table A-1 presents commentors and associated agencies or groups that
submitted comments on the 2014 SLDMWA Water Transfers EA/IS.

Table A-1. List of Commentors

Commentor Agency/Group Letter ID
Scott Gruendl City of Chico 1
Thomas Lippe Attorney representing AquAlliance 2
Barbara Vlamis AquAlliance 3
Scott Cantrell California Department of Fish and Wildlife 4

A.3 Comments
The full text of the comment letters received is included below. Comment

letters 2 and 3 included multiple attachments; these attachments are available
upon request.
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2014 San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Water Transfers
Environmental Assessment/Initial Study
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OFFICE OF THE

MAYOR
S 411 Main Street (530) 896-7250
CITYorCHICO P.O. Box 3420 Fax (530) 895-4825
ihcaie Chico, CA 95927 http://www.ci chico ca.us March 31, 2014

Brad Hubbard Frances Mizuno

Bureau of Reclamation San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority
2800 Cottage Way, MP-410 842 6" Street

Sacramento, CA 95825 Los Banos, CA 93635

Sent via Email to bhubbard@usbr.gov Sent Via Email to frances.mizuno@sldmwa.org

Re: Comments on Draft Environmental Assessment/Initial Study for 2014 San Luis & Delta Mendota

Water Authority Water Transfers

Dear Mr. Hubbard and Ms. Mizuno:

This letter is to express the City of Chico’s concern with water transfers evaluated in the Draft
Environmental Assessment/Initial Study (EA/IS) for the above referenced project. \
\/

Through its General Plan, it is Chico’s policy to oppose regional sales and transfers of local
groundwater, including water export contracts. The Tuscan aquifer is the primary groundwater basin
underlying and providing municipal and agricultural water to Chico and its Planning Area. It’s for
this reason that the City opposes transfers of local groundwater in the long-term interest of a safe and
reliable municipal water supply, and to support the regional economy and the environment.

It is important to note that the proposed water transfer program is not the only one contemplated in’l

the region. Given the magnitude of this proposed water transfer program, previous water transfers,

other transfer proposals under consideration, and the many unknowns regarding how groundwater

basins function, the level of environmental review prepared by the Bureau and San Luis Delta

Mendota Water Authority needs to be expanded. The City believes that an Environmental Impact

Statement, as well as an Environmental Impact Report consistent with the requirements of California

Environmental Quality Act, would be a more appropriate level of environmental review. _ 2,.
\

It appears your two agencies agree that a higher level of environmental review is required. On page
1-4 of the EA/IS, there is an acknowledgement that your two agencies are collaborating in the
preparation of joint Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report to analyze the
effects of water transfers from water agencies in northern California to waters agencies south of the
Delta and in the Bay Area over a 10-year period. Given that, it is unclear why you are moving
forward with a water transfer program at this point that is not supported by a more robust
environmental review that looks at the true cumulative impact associated with multiple water
transfers over an extended period of time. .

Specific concerns regarding the EA/IS include:

e The EA/IS alternatives analysis includes only two alternatives: 1) implement the proposed action;
or 2) no project. Other ways of achieving the project’s goals should be thoroughly explored, as
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